CLAIM AMENDMENTS : 

1 . (canceled). 

2. (currently amended) A bill handling apparatus according to claim 4_4, 
wherein a driving source for the conveying mechanisms is provided in the base unit, and a 
transmitter is provided in the base unit, the at least one intermediate unit, the 
deposit/withdrawal unit and the auxiliary unit for transmitting a driving force of the driving 
source i s transm i tt e d to the conveying mechanisms of the base unit a nd a l so to th e 
r e sp e ct i v e conv e y i ng m e chanisms of ,, the at least one intermediate uni t(s) and x the 
deposit/withdrawal uni t and the auxiliary unit v i a transm i tt e r b e twoon the un i ts, wh e r ei n th e 
tr a nsm i tt e r b e tw ee n th e units i nclud e g e ars in m e sh w i th e ach oth e r b e tw ee n th e un i ts . 

3. (currently amended) A bill handling apparatus according to claim 4j4, 
wherein driving port i ons o f sources for the taking-in and taking-out mechanisms are 
individually provided in the base unit and the r e sp e ctiv e at least one intermediate units. 

4. (currently amended) A bill handling apparatus according to cla i m 1, 
furth e r comprising a casing having openings formed at an upper part of a front surface 
thereof for insertion and discharge of bills therethrough, a deposit/withdrawal unit at a 
lower position in the casing and a base unit at a lower position in the casing, at least one 
intermediate unit located between the deposit/withdrawal unit and the base unit inside the 
casing and an auxiliary unit provided above at least on e or mor e of the base unit and th o 
i nt e rm e diat e un i t(s) , wherein: 

the deposit/withdrawal unit includes a bill introducing mechanism having a 
discriminating device for discriminating bills and adapted to introduce the bills through an 
insertion slot communicating with one of the openings for receiving the bills, a bill 



discharging mechanism for discharging the bills to a discharge slot communicating with a 
second of the openings for discharging the bills, and a conveying mechanism that is 
drivable in forward and reverse directions, one end of the conveying mechanism being 
selectively positionable in communication with the bill introducing mechanism and the bill 
discharging mechanism via a switcher at a rear part of the deposit/withdrawal unit, an 
opposed end of the conveying mechanism being adapted to convey the bills along a bill 
conveyance path extending to a bottom end of the deposit/withdrawal unit; 

the base unit includes a bill storage section, a conveying mechanism that is 
drivable in forward and reverse directions for conveying the bills within a specified range 
from an upper end of the base unit behind the bill storage section, and a taking-in and 
taking-out mechanism that is drivable in forward and reverse directions to take in and out 
the bills between the conveying mechanism and the bill storage section; 

the at least one intermediate unit includes a bill storage section, a conveying 
mechanism that is drivable in forward and reverse directions to convey the bills within a 
range extending from an upper end to the bottom end of the at least one intermediate unit 
behind the bill storage section, a taking-in and taking-out mechanism that is drivable in 
forward and reverse directions to take in and out the bills between the conveying 
mechanism and the bill storage section, and a switcher for switching a bill moving direction 
between the conveying mechanism and the taking-in and taking-out mechanism; and 

the auxiliary unit includes a storage space expanding portion in 
communication with the bill storage section of the unit located right below, and a conveying 
mechanism wh i ch can be dr i v e n that is drivable in forward and reverse directions and is 
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adapted to convey the bills in a range extending from the an upper end to the_a bottom end 
of this the auxiliary unit behind the bill storage section. 

5. (currently amended) A bill handling apparatus according to claim 4_4, 
wherein the casing includes a control board unit and a power supply unit, which are 
electrically connected with the respective units via detachable connectors. 

6. (currently amended) A bill handling apparatus according to claim 4_4, 
wherein the respective units are individually withdrawable from the casing. 

7. (currently amended) A bill handling apparatus according to claim 4_4, 
wherein an e ntir e i nt e rnal construct i on compr i s e d of th e r e sp e ctive units i s w i thdrawabl e 
the deposit/withdrawal unit, the base unit, the at least one intermediate unit and the 
auxiliary unit all are integrated with each other to be withdrawn from the casing w i th th e s e 
wits when the deposit/withdrawal unit the base unit, the at least one intermediate unit and 
the auxiliary unit are connected with each other. 

8. (new) A bill handling apparatus comprising: 

a casing having openings formed at an upper part of the front surface thereof 
for insertion and discharge of bills therethrough; 

a deposit/withdrawal unit including a bill introducing mechanism having a 
discriminating device for discriminating bills and adapted to introduce the bills inserted 
through one of the openings, a bill discharging mechanism for discharging the bills to 
another of the openings, and a conveying mechanism which is driven in forward and 
reverse directions, one end of the conveying mechanism being selectively brought into 
communication with the bill introducing mechanism and the bill discharging mechanism via 
a switcher at a rear part of the deposit/withdrawal unit, and an opposed end of the 



4 



conveying mechanism being adapted to convey the bills along a bill conveyance path 
extending to a bottom end portion of the deposit/withdrawal unit; 

a base unit including a bill storage section, a conveying mechanism which is 
driven in forward and reverse directions for conveying the bills within a specified range 
from an upper end of the base unit behind the bill storage section, a taking-in and taking- 
out mechanism which is driven in forward and reverse directions to take in and out the bills 
between the conveying mechanism and the bill storage section, and a bill stacking 
mechanism having a table for supporting bills, a pressing plate, a bill separating member 
and a movable member to move the separating member up and down to separate bills 
supported on the supporting table and to hold the bills against the pressing plate, and a 
lifter mechanism to move the movable member up and down; 

at least one intermediate unit, the at least one intermediate unit including a 
bill storage section, a conveying mechanism which is driven in forward and reverse 
directions to convey the bills within a range extending from an upper end to a bottom end 
of the at least one intermediate unit behind the bill storage section, a taking-in and taking- 
out mechanism which is driven in forward and reverse directions to take in and out the bills 
between the conveying mechanism and the bill storage section, a switcher for switching a 
bill moving direction between the conveying mechanism and the taking-in and taking-out 
mechanism and a bill stacking mechanism having a table for supporting bills, a pressing 
plate, a bill separating member and a movable member to move the separating member 
up and down to separate bills supported on the supporting plate and to hold the bills 
against the pressing plate, the movable member of the at least one intermediate unit being 
adapted to be coupled with the movable member of the base unit or another said 
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intermediate unit to move therewith when the units are installed within the casing one on 
another. 

9. (new) A bill handling apparatus according to claim 8, wherein each of 
the separating members of the base unit and the intermediate unit has a projection with an 
L-shaped cross-section, the projection being configured to pass over edges of a bill 
supported on the supporting table and to lift the bill to the pressing plate. 

10. (new) A bill handling apparatus comprising: 

a casing having openings formed at an upper part of a front surface thereof 
for insertion and discharge of bills therethrough; 

a deposit/withdrawal unit including a bill introducing mechanism having a 
discriminating device for discriminating bills and adapted to introduce the bills inserted 
through one of the openings, a bill discharging mechanism for discharging the bills to 
another of the openings, and a conveying mechanism which is driven in forward and 
reverse directions, one end of the conveying mechanism being selectively brought into 
communication with the bill introducing mechanism and the bill discharging mechanism via 
a switcher at a rear part of the deposit/withdrawal unit, another end of the conveying 
mechanism being adapted to convey the bills along a bill conveyance path extending to a 
bottom end portion of the deposit/withdrawal unit, the bill discharging mechanism including 
a bill temporary holding frame, a bill temporary storage section and a pressure mechanism 
having a pressure member and a moving mechanism for moving the pressure member 
through a position of the bill supported on the temporary holding frame towards the bill 
temporary storage section to bring the bill from the bill temporary holding frame to the bill 
temporary storage section; 
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a base unit including a bill storage section, a conveying mechanism which is 
driven in forward and reverse directions and conveying the bills within a specified range 
from an upper end of the base unit behind the bill storage section, a taking-in and taking- 
out mechanism which is driven in forward and reverse directions to take in and out the bills 
between the conveying mechanism and the bill storage section; and 

at least one intermediate unit, the at least one intermediate unit including a 
bill storage section, a conveying mechanism which is driven in forward and reverse 
directions to convey the bills within a range extending from an upper end to a bottom end 
of the intermediate unit behind the bill storage section, a taking-in and taking-out 
mechanism which is driven in forward and reverse directions to take in and out the bills 
between the conveying mechanism and the bill storage section, and a switcher for 
switching a bill moving direction between the conveying mechanism and the taking-in and 
taking-out mechanism. 

11. (new) A bill handling apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the 
deposit/withdrawal unit further includes a rejection chamber for storing rejected bills, and a 
bill transferring belt mechanism for selectively transferring the bill in the bill temporary 
storage section to the opening for the bill discharge and to the rejection chamber. 
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